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2018 CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
Saturday, September 15 

Tsakopoulos Library Galleria 
 

8:30 – 9 AM Registration (Library Lobby) 

9 – 10:15 AM Welcome 
Keynote: What if Today was their Only Day? with Lisa Murphy (Galleria) 
 

10:30 AM –  
12 PM 

Breakout Session 1 
 Many Kinds of Smart! Understanding the Theory of Multiple Intelligences 

with Lisa Murphy  
 Caine’s Arcade – Fun with Cardboard! with Brenda Walker 
 Play Patterns that Ensure Maximum Development with Jay Beckwith  
 Playing Better: Using Puppets to Teach Social and Emotional Skills with 

Julia Luckenbill 
 

12 – 1 PM Lunch (Galleria)  
Book Sales and Signing 
 

1 – 2:30 PM Breakout Session 2 
 Teaching Social Skills through Play with Cheryl Moore and Janet 

Anderson 
 From Garden to Compost to Recycling: Three-year old Goopy, Goofy, 

Genius Scientists SOAR with Curiosity and Activism with Can Foster and 
Lorie Hammond 

 Play SONG GAME: Authentic, Developmentally Rich, Intergenerational 
Music-making FUN! With Paul Morehouse 

 Play with Books! With Donna Zick, Justin Azevedo, and Nate Halsan 
 

2:45 – 4 PM Keynote: Neighborhood Play, Every Day with Mike Lanza  
 

4 PM Certificates of Completion 
Book Sales and Signing 
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Keynote Address 1: 9 – 10:15 AM 
 
Lisa Murphy 
 

 
 
ooeygooey.com 
 

What if Today was Their Only Day? 
 
Through active and engaging storytelling Lisa Murphy brings participants back to her first 
day of school, taking them on a grand tour of Miss Mary’s Nursery School. And, in the 
style she has become famous for, she shares many observations, lessons and anecdotes 
about how early childhood has changed along the way. Lisa will share the sights sounds 
and smells of the place where, at the young age of three, she decided to become a 
teacher and identifies the how, and why, that one day solidified her decision to become 
an educator. This inspiring keynote gets participants back in touch with their personal 
how and why. It gets them excited and gets them thinking: If it WAS their only day, what 
will they remember? 
 
Lisa Murphy is the founder and CEO of Ooey Gooey, Inc., where her mission is to assist 
in the transformation of the industry of early childhood education by offering the best 
workshops and trainings, the most up to date materials and resources, and insightful 
conversations and connections through the power of social media. Lisa has a master’s in 
early childhood education from Champlain College in Vermont. She has authored four 
books, produced dozens of teacher training DVDs, and is a popular keynote speaker at 
educational conferences. Her standing-room only seminars have become nationally 
known for their information, humor, inspiration and energetic delivery.  
 

 
Keynote Address 2: 2:45 – 4 PM 
 
Mike Lanza 
 

 
 
playborhood.com 
 

Neighborhood Play, Every Day  
 
Children hardly play outside on their own in their neighborhoods. Most parents lament 
this fact but feel powerless to change it. This session will give parents the tools they need 
to give their children a life of neighborhood play, every day. Participants will learn about 
many innovative communities in the US that have successfully addressed this problem.  
Then, they will learn six practical solutions that they can implement. 
 
Mike Lanza is the author of Playborhood: Turn Your Neighborhood Into a Place for Play. 
He's worked hard to create a very rich neighborhood play life for his three boys—ages 
13, 10, and 8—in Menlo Park, California. He's also discovered and written about dozens 
of neighborhoods throughout North America that are doing innovative things to make a 
vibrant life for kids. Prior to writing Playborhood, Mike was a five-time software and 
Internet entrepreneur in Silicon Valley, and is currently working on his sixth software 
startup, a company called Streetography. He holds an MA in Education, an MBA, and an 
MA and BA in Economics, all from Stanford University.
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Breakout Session 1:     10:30 AM – 12 PM  
 
Lisa Murphy 

 
 

Many Kinds of Smart! Understanding the Theory of Multiple Intelligences  
 
Think you are good at your job because you love children? What about the ones that 
challenge you? Using these powerful questions as a framework, Lisa Murphy puts 
her own spin on Howard Gardner’s classic theory. This session is a far cry from 
simply listing various personality characteristics, needs, and preferences. By 
providing easy to implement, yet possibly challenging “comfort zone stretchers,” Lisa 
challenges teachers to make sure they are celebrating all of the children in the 
classroom, not just the ones they like. 
 
Please see Lisa’s bio under Keynote Speakers 
 

Brenda 
Walker 

 
 
 

Caine's Arcade - Fun with Cardboard! 
 
In 2011, nine-year-old Caine Monroy created a cardboard arcade that inspired 
millions of children around the world—including Brenda Walker’s students at Mission 
Avenue School—to make their own cardboard arcade games, sculptures, and more! 
Discover Caine’s Arcade through a photo slideshow and video of Brenda’s program 
and the documentary “Caine’s Arcade” by Nirvan Mullick. Brenda will share how she 
has brought the playful cardboard challenge to her students for the last five years, 
how the program has evolved, and how participants can organize, plan, and promote 
a cardboard challenge at their school. Then participants will create their own 
cardboard arcade game and play with each other's games! 
 
Brenda Walker earned her B.A at Sacramento State University and her Master's at 
Towson University in Maryland, both in art education. Ms. Walker began teaching art 
in Maryland 27 years ago, and is a California certified art teacher teaching art to 
thousands of students in the San Juan Unified School District for 18 years. 
 

Jay Beckwith 

 

Play Patterns that Ensure Maximum Development 
 

A tree with a certain shape will stimulate climbing. A railroad track will be an 
opportunity to practice balance. A mud puddle is sure to be jumped in. Play behaviors 
in children are initiated by triggers, which elicit predictable play patterns in all 
children. The progression from involuntary behavior of infants to intentional behaviors 
of children develops over the first seven years. In this session, we will examine 12 
environmental play patterns for each developmental stage. A checklist will be 
provided for participants to assess how well their learning environment supports the 
patterns and maximizes the opportunities for child development.  
 
Jay Beckwith has more than 50 years of experience designing play spaces and 
systems. Most recently, he revised the Gymboree Play and Music system he 
originally developed 18 years ago, and he curates the PBS special, Now Playing. He 
writes about play and playgrounds for his blog, playgroundguru.org, and his 
columnist for Play and Playground magazine. 
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Julia 
Luckenbill 

 
 
 

Playing Better: Using Puppets to Teach Social and Emotional Skills 
 
This workshop will invite participants to use puppets in order to scaffold social skill 
development in young children. After a brief overview of theory, we will explore how 
puppets can be used in a range of ways to support children through play dilemmas, 
challenges in coping, and other social situations. Participants will observe puppets in 
action, then will try out techniques themselves for transfer of learning. Puppetry is 
effective in teaching how to cope and get along in school settings, libraries, hospital 
playrooms, and at home, too. 
 
Julia Luckenbill, M.A., lectures and runs the infant-toddler program at UC Davis's 
Center for Child and Family Studies Laboratory School. She serves on the editorial 
board for NAEYC and regularly publishes for their parenting blog and other 
publications. She is also a trainer for the Program for Infant and Toddler Caregivers.

 
Breakout Session 2:     1 – 2:30 PM  

 
Cheryl Moore 
& Janet 
Anderson 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Teaching Social Skills through Play 
 
Children with strong social and emotional skills are likely to be more successful in 
school and life, yet children today often don't have the social, emotional, and 
communication skills they need to be successful in group settings in school and 
beyond. In this session, participants will learn the importance of teaching social 
concepts, develop strategies to teach social skills concepts in playful ways to children 
starting at age two, and learn specific ways to integrate them into their curriculum. 
Teachers will leave this session ready to start using these concepts right away and 
will quickly see changes in the climate of their classroom. 
 
Cheryl Moore is the Executive Director for Boost and co-owner and preschool 
program director of The Tree House Children’s Center in Winters. She has been a 
preschool teacher for over 25 years and holds a master’s degree in Early Childhood 
Education. Cheryl is also an adjunct professor at Sierra College, where she teaches 
Child Development courses. Janet Andersen is a co-owner and co-administrator of 
the Tree House Children's Center and is the director of the School Age Childcare 
programs. Janet graduated from UC Davis and UC San Francisco with degrees in 
Physical Education and Physical Therapy. Janet has worked for 20 years as a part-
time physical therapist in a variety of settings.  
 

Can Foster & 
Lorie 
Hammond 

 

 

From Garden to Compost to Recycling: Three-Year Old Goopy, Goofy, Genius 
Scientists SOAR with Curiosity and Activism 
 
No way! Kids can't do that! But they can. Learn how one school combined real-life 
science with play by: making a compost with worms, setting up an experiment about 
what can and cannot compost, and seeing what happens over time. Experience it live 
and see the story of Peregrine School’s three-month garden/compost/recycling unit, 
which engaged three-year olds as scientists, artists, and environmental activists at 
home and school. Participants will learn how to build a compost bin in a box, plant 
hidden "treasures" to see how they change over time, create a classroom recycling 
center, and learn about great books and music to go with this theme. All aspects of 
the presentation will be hands on for participants—from handling works to making 
recycled art.  
 
(continued) 
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 Can Foster is a creative activist, gardener, artist and preschool teacher who interned 
at Roseville Community Preschool with Bev Bos and has now worked at Peregrine 
School for five years, where she is a teacher of 3 year olds. She also runs the Activist 
Book Club for the Sol Collective for children and is a mother of 4 children. Lorie 
Hammond, Ph. D., is the Director/Founder of Peregrine School and Professor 
Emeritus, College of Education, at CSU Sacramento, with a specialty in science and 
arts education and experience starting school-community gardens with immigrant 
families at urban schools. Lorie currently develops and oversees the science and 
garden programs at Peregrine School, a non-profit independent school in Davis, 
California. 
 

Paul 
Morehouse 

 
 
 
 

Play SONG GAME: Authentic, Developmentally Rich, Intergenerational Music-
making FUN! 
 
Adults regard music as one of the performing arts, but young children do not! For 
them, making music is much more akin to playing a game. This presentation 
introduces SONG GAME, a research-based, classroom tested activity for teachers 
working with children 3-7 years old. Attendees are invited to step into the children's 
perception of music! SONG GAME focuses on the natural, rhythmic responses that 
young children experience. Special emphasis is given to 1) how rhythm instruments, 
such as drums and maracas, can help boost early linguistic, cognitive and perceptual 
development; and 2) how teachers with no music background can utilize current skills 
in the role of Music Leader to offer fun, language rich, music-making activities. 
 
Paul Morehouse is an early childhood music specialist since 1989 and professor of 
Music Education at CSU Los Angeles from 2001-2006. His article “The Importance of 
Music In Early Development” was published in NAEYC’s Young Children. Paul 
received his PhD in Educational Studies, Claremont Graduate University. 
 

Donna Zick, 
Justin 
Azevedo & 
Nate Halsan 

 

 

 
 

Play with Books! 
 
Picture books can inspire play by introducing children to new settings, ideas, 
characters, and activities. Join a panel of Sacramento Public Library child literature 
experts who will introduce participants to diverse picture books and non-fiction picture 
book selections that support and inspire play. They will discuss the latest books that 
depict play, as well as books that help to initiate structured play during storytime and 
also create opportunities and inspiration for unstructured play. Discover new ideas for 
fun and engaging books that support your commitment to play and learn strategies 
librarians use during storytime to promote play while sharing books with children. 
 
Donna Zick is the Early Learning Specialist with the Sacramento Public Library, 
where she coordinates countywide programming and initiatives to help families learn 
how they can support their child’s early literacy skill development. Justin Azevedo is 
the Youth Materials Selector for Sacramento Public Library, responsible for all 
children’s and teen materials in the multi-branch system. He previously worked as a 
teen services librarian and branch supervisor. He has two young sons and reads a 
sizable amount of picture books and comics. Nate Halsan is a children’s librarian 
based out of Sacramento Public Library’s Central Branch. He spends his time on the 
floor of the library playing with families. 
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ROOM MAP 

Tsakopoulos Library Galleria 
 
 

 
 
 

  

Library Lobby 
Check-in Area for 

Play Summit 

Take the Lobby 
Elevators to the 4th 

Floor for the Training 
Room on the 4th Floor 
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CONFERENCE LOCATION 
Tsakopoulos Library Galleria 

 
 
 
From the West (Davis area): As you enter Sacramento, take I-5 North. Exit at J St.  

From I-5 North or South: Exit at J St in downtown Sacramento.  

From the East via Hwy 50: Take Hwy 50 West to I-5 North (towards Redding). Exit at J St.  

From the South via Hwy 99: Take Hwy 99 North. Take the Capital City Fwy (Business 80) West 
(towards San Francisco), then take I-5 North (towards Redding). Exit at J Street.  

From the Northeast via Capital City Fwy (Business 80): Take the Capital City Fwy (Business 80) 
South to 160. Exit at I Street. Turn right. Take I Street to 7th, turn left. Go one block to J Street, turn 
left.  

To enter Park Tower Garage: After 8th Street, make a left turn from J Street into alley for garage 
entrance.  

  

 

 

 

 

Entrances to Parking Garage and Library Lobby 


